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SECEP Mission Statement
In partnership with students, families, and communities, SECEP provides a safe and
nurturing environment, focused on meeting individual educational needs and
achieving meaningful outcomes for our diverse population of students.
——————————————————————————————————————

Celebrating The Holidays – Family Style!
5TH Annual Ugly Holiday Sweater Day at
the SECEP Chesapeake Center
The holidays can be filled with merriment and joy… but they
can also bring stress, fatigue, and anxiety. Those feelings were
lessened when the team at the SECEP Chesapeake Center joined
together for holiday cheer! For the 5th year in a row, the SECEP
Chesapeake Center closed out the year by donning their ugliest
holiday sweaters before Winter Break. Sweaters were proudly worn
displaying favorite movies, sports teams, fictional characters, and
even pop culture icons! Both staff and students had good laughs and
smiles on their faces as all holidays were celebrated. It was a great
way to close out 2019 as one big happy family!
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4th Annual
Gingeneering Night

21

From Your ITRT

22

2 0 2 0

SECEP Vision Statement
As the premier regional special and alternative education program, SECEP builds
pathways for students and staff to learn, work, and play their way to success!

INSIDE:
Rosemont Forest ES
Winter Blast

1 3

.

SECEP Chesapeake Staff in their holiday finest!
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WINTER BLAST

SECEP Rosemont Forest Elementary School
By Ms. Nicole Smrz, Teacher Specialist

In December 2019, SECEP hosted a successful Winter Blast event for the second year
in a row. Rosemont Forest SECEP, Rosemont Forest Elementary, and parent volunteers
collaborated in order to create a sensory-friendly and fun-filled event for students and
staff. The students participated in rotations of games, crafts, and even a visit from Santa
himself!
Our Fun Games and Crafts:
Puzzle Piece Ornaments
Sensory DIY – I SPY
Cookie Tree Decorating
Penguin Bowling
Poke-A-Tree prize game
Photo Booth with Props

Aiden plays the Trinket Tree Game.

Elijah shows his beautiful ornament.

Isaac playing Snowball Toss
Ms. Smrz and Ms. Jones enjoy the Winter Blast.
Ms. Thompson and Jayden wave “Hello”.

Ms. Smrz and Ms. Daub led the Do-It-Yourself I SPY Station. Students created their
own pouches filled with items to search for. They also created their own game boards.

Connor chooses a blue fish and
Aiden selects a Rosemont Forest
Bear.

Isaac creates his I SPY game board with
different types of gems and jewels.

Layla uses Water Beads with
Ms. Jones's help.
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WINTER BLAST
SECEP Rosemont Forest Elementary School—continued

Ms. High, Ms. Green, and three of their students
decorated tree cookies with green frosting, candy,
and sprinkles. Ms. Truman and Mrs. Manugo
helped decorate more tree cookies with students
from Rosemont Forest as well as students from the
SECEP program.

Anthony enjoyed

creating his ornament
as Ms. Manugo watched.

And . . . last but not least. We had a visit from Santa himself. The students shared their
holiday plans, their wish-lists, and chatted with Santa.

Daniel

Connor

Ms. Lopez and Isaac
Kathryn

Ms. Hornung, our Speech Therapist, created the photo booth and captured photos with
silly props.

The students enjoyed each unique station and went home with hand made projects and
prizes. We would like to thank staff from the Special Education Teams which include
Administration, Teachers, Teacher Assistants, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy
and parents, who helped plan, execute, and capture Winter Blast memories.
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VA Delegate Visits The SECEP Suffolk Center
The 8th grade World Geography and Civics class at Suffolk SECEP has been studying
current events and local social issues. The students worked diligently on research papers
regarding various topics such as homelessness, pollution, animal cruelty, drop-out rate of
education, and community violence. They addressed how the issue affected their community,
and came up with their own creative way to solve the problem. For example, one student
suggested a community BBQ with police so everyone could come together and form positive
relationships. Another student suggested after-school tutoring programs that also help students
find part-time jobs. He said this will help students relieve stress and keep them motivated in
school. The students invited Suffolk Delegate Clinton Jenkins to come to their classroom so
they could share their concerns and ideas with him. Delegate Jenkins made time to come, and
listened to each of the students’ letters. Delegate Jenkins and the students discussed how
important it is for them to continue to learn and stay active in their community. He assured the
students that they are the future of their community, and it only takes one to start making a
difference. Delegate Jenkins was highly impressed with the student’s research, their solutions,
and their passion towards their topics. The students enjoyed the conversations, and felt that
Delegate Jenkins genuinely enjoyed and valued their ideas.

From left to right (top row): Ms. Smaw, Ms. Cioffi, Caleb, Gabriel, Kayln, Delegate Clinton Jenkins
Left to right (bottom): George, Zakiyah, Ms. Jenkins
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Winter Market Day at SECEP Chesapeake Center:
Project-based Learning in Action
Mrs. Nunnery and Mr. Hodges K-3
classroom at SECEP Chesapeake Center
addressed the economics strands of the social
studies SOLs by engaging in project-based
learning this holiday season. Our K-3
entrepreneurs created and ran their own
businesses for a Winter Market Day. The
students brainstormed ideas for their
businesses, made economic choices using a
cost-benefits model, developed a business plan
to identify and acquire necessary resources for
production, created advertising to market to
their target consumers, and opened for
business! Businesses included both goods and
services such as; snowman cupcakes and
popcorn, reindeer water bottles and brownies,
making salt dough ornaments and clay
snowmen, a Christmas tree engineering
challenge, and dreidel games.

Liam sells a reindeer water bottle to
Je’Mari at Winter Market Day

.

Samonte and Je’Mari prepare the layout
for the Winter Market Day bakery.

Tristan’s business plan and advertisement
for his Christmas tree STEM challenge.

The students had a great time
running their businesses and selling
items to their classmates as well as
teachers and students from other
classrooms in the building. Debriefing
activities, following the market day,
engaged the students in talking and
writing about their experiences, and
reflecting on their economic choices.
This Winter Market Day tied social
studies and language arts curricula to
a real-world experience that was
personally meaningful to them.
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Landstown High School Chorus Performance—December 2019
On December 5, 2019, our SECEP student
Victoria, participated in the Landstown High
School Winter Chorus Concert. She sang several
holiday themed songs with the mixed chorus
group. Victoria had practiced in class and after
school with her Landstown chorus class to
prepare for the concert. She thoroughly learned
her songs and sang clearly with the group! This is
her second year participating in the concert with
her general education chorus group.
Congratulations Victoria for helping to create
such a beautiful concert!

SECEP at Landstown High School Participates in Spirit Week

During Landstown High School’s Spirit Week our SECEP team participated in
“switch day”. Students and staff “switched” by dressing in the opposite role. One of
our students, Jacob, had fun dressing like one of his teachers with a bow tie, lanyard
and “walkie”. Staff had a more relaxed day dressed in the latest student “fashions”.
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SECEP Students at Mack Benn Create Holiday Books
“The Write Way”
By Dorothy Waddell, Reading Specialist

Michael makes choices
using his communication
device.

Jayla creating her story.

Inspired by TTAC ODU’s
Teaching the Write Way Workshop,
students at Mack Benn in Ms. Roth’s
and Ms. Tice’s rooms made holiday
baggie books. Education Specialist,
Jennifer Spencer, and Reading
Specialist, Dorothy Waddell, helped
facilitate the activity. Students wrote
according to their current writing
stage. Some students scribbled, while
others wrote in letter strings. When
the students were finished, staff
scribed below the students’ writing in
conventional form in a way that
honored the students’ own voice.
Students communicated choices by
touch, verbally, or by using their
communication device.

Devin working on
his book.

Noelle makes a choice using
touch..

SECEP Wins At Corporate Landing Middle School!
Mr. Marlon Baker and Ms. Rachelle
Ampoyo’s SECEP classes at Corporate
Landing Middle School won first place for
the 8th grade hall during the school holiday
decorating contest. The theme was holidays
around the world. Their teams selected
Africa during the holidays. Students and
staff worked throughout the week to
complete their beautiful displays.
Congratulations!
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My Memorable Experience At VASCD 2019 Annual Conference
By Runa Raha, Teacher, Re Ed, SECEP at RA

The Virginia Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, VASCD, is an organization
dedicated to advancing excellence in Virginia’s schools. Each year, VASCD sponsors outstanding
professional learning opportunities for Virginia educators through their conferences. It was a great
opportunity for me to attend the VASCD conference, and learn how to provide effective and creative ways
to help our students receive a quality education. Also highlighted were ways to help students learn safe
behaviors and appropriate social skills. It was a large conference with many teachers, superintendents, chief
academic officers, and professors in the field of education attending from all around the country. The
sessions presented highly-enriched information and strategies to become a more effective educator.
Some of the key information which I found very important for becoming a more effective educator were:
1. It is our responsibility to make our students believe in education as education is the only way to
come out of poverty.
2. Hope, Dreams, and Love lead to the Culture of Learning.
3. To become an effective educator, we should be empathetic educators and not just mere
sympathetic educators. Empathetic educators are the warm demanders who understand a
student’s condition yet give emphasis on education and student learning.
4. Trauma is toxic to the brain.
5. Know your students in-depth.
6. Consider strategies to make school the happiest and the safest place for the students, so the
students will feel happy to come to school every day.

Mrs. Raha (SECEP-RA), Ms. Linda
Cliatt Wayman-Renowned Passionate
Educator, Ms. Griffin (SECEP-RA)

Educator Equity Framework Slide

Adverse Childhood Experiences Slide

Brain Scan Slide

Ms. Griffin (SECEP-RA), Mr. Hiers
(SECEP-Chesapeake), Mrs. Raha
(SECEP-RA)

Providing Equity Slide

I want to sincerely thank Dr. Butler and Ms. Davis for giving me such a valuable professional
development opportunity to attend this conference. I also sincerely thank Dr. Lazarus, Dr. Bostic, and
Ms. Griffin for their support and guidance. I thank our class TA- Mr. Grant, for taking care of the class
in my absence, while I was attending the conference.
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News From SECEP At Corporate Landing Elementary

Spreading Holiday Cheer!
The students at Corporate Landing
Elementary School enjoyed
spreading holiday cheer by
hand-making a variety of holiday
ornaments. The students engaged
with the CLES community by filling
the school mailboxes and personally
delivering over 80 ornaments
school-wide!

Anthony

Yansel

Isabella

Christopher

Wyatt
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GED Success at SECEP Chesapeake Center
The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start for The
SECEP Chesapeake Center’s ISAEP/GED students. Our first
GED recipient of the semester, Aidan, completed all program
requirements and earned his GED in October. He has since
accepted a job at a local retailer. Aiden’s future plans include
joining the military and attending Tidewater Community
College.
Of our other students enrolled in the GED program at SECEP
Chesapeake, two recently found employment with local
restaurants and are on their way to successfully completing their
remaining requirements. Areas of career interests for these
students are in the fields of nursing and HVAC (Heating,
Ventilation & Air Conditioning). We wish all of these students
continued achievement and are expecting more success stories
this school year!

Aidan proudly showing his
GED Certificate.

Mrs. Hughes and Aidan

Holiday De-stress time
Our SECEP and Corporate Landing Elementary School staff participated in some
therapeutic time together prior to the holiday break. Along with holiday goodies and hot
coco the staff were treated to a visit from “Teddy”. Teddy is a Goldendoodle Therapy Dog
who was a welcomed companion for the staff to pet and hug in order to de-stress. Thanks to
Ms. Kristen Rooney for coordinating our time with Teddy!

Ms. Burby, Ms. Jimenez and
Ms. Shaak

Ms. Lee, Ms. Girdler, Ms.
Rooney, Ms. Burby, Langil and
Teddy
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SECEP Chesapeake Center News
Holiday Craft Sale at SECEP Chesapeake Center
The students in Mrs. Abaka-Williams’ Horticulture classes were busy
this November designing and creating holiday crafts to sell at their
December Holiday Marketplace Craft Sale. The students made beautiful
wreathes, ornaments, decorations and more. Especially creative and
popular were the “block” snowmen, Christmas trees, and large front
porch signs. Staff at the Chesapeake Center were invited to come shop,
and everyone was delighted to find beautiful hand-crafted decorations.
The money the students raised goes back into the Horticulture Program
to help pay for supplies and equipment.

The students not only had fun making their products, but learned the
fundamentals of design, marketing, customer service, and business accounting.
It was such a great success that the students took their creations over to the
Administrative Office to have a pop-up sale. The staff support at both sales was
very much appreciated. The students enjoyed using their customer service skills
and interacting with the staff. Staff and students are now looking forward to next
year’s Holiday Marketplace.
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SECEP Chesapeake Center News—Continued
SECEP Student Is Learning The Business

Student Taylor, with Pale Horse
Owners and SECEP SCT Mr. Riley.

Making a Latte

Punching out labels for packaging coffee.

The SECEP Chesapeake Center and Pale
Horse Coffee roasters in Chesapeake have
joined forces in a community partnership.
Our student, Taylor, has been working with
Pale Horse Coffee over the last few months,
and he is learning the trade requirements of
roasting coffee and the daily operations of a
coffee house.
Among other things, he has learned how
to cook and roast beans, package coffee,
punch labels, as well as welcoming
customers, taking orders, and making and
serving specialty coffee drinks.
We are proud of Taylor for his hard work
and enthusiasm to learn new skills.
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Celebrating the SECEP Mentor Program
On December 3rd and 11th, we celebrated our staff who
are involved in the SECEP mentor program with a
holiday-get-together at Pixels and Bytes in Norfolk. We
participated in some fun activities, played retro-arcade
games, and enjoyed each other’s company. I would like to
thank Lead Mentor Elise Grybos for organizing and
facilitating the “Minute-to-Win-it” games. Everyone really
enjoyed these activities and they were a hoot to watch! I
would also like to recognize lead mentor Jean Ashburn who
helped to facilitate the event on December 11, where close
to 50 people gathered to join in the fun. Lastly, a big thank
you to lead mentor Teresa Hio for finding the venue and
helping at both events! Thank you to all who attended, we
hope to see you at the next gathering!

Good times!

SECEP staff had a great time
at Pixels and Bytes!

The Barkers enjoying some family time!

Enjoying conversation.

SECEP staff participating in
“Minute-to Win-It” games.

Alexandra Renesis and Lindsay Kelley

Dr. Butler, Ashley Aughtman, and Joy Ford-Williams participated
in highly competitive games of air hockey!

Gaby Keppler and Michelle Gilbert,
the “Minute-to Win-it” winners.
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Project SEARCH is one of SECEP’s most innovative and successful partnerships. The program began
as a research-based project involving the SECEP Autism Program, Virginia Commonwealth University, the
Virginia Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services, and Bon Secours Maryview Medical Center.

Project SEARCH is a transition to work program. The goal for each student is competitive employment.
To reach that goal, the program provides real-life work experience combined with training in employability
and independent-living skills to help students with significant disabilities make successful transitions to
productive adult life.
Students in SECEP Project SEARCH receive their instruction and training at Bon Secours Maryview
Medical Center. The students (interns) attend the program for a full school year. The first few weeks are
focused on intern orientation, hands-on skill assessment, and familiarization with the hospital environment.
Throughout the program year, the interns work
on employability and functional skills for
approximately one hour of their day in a
classroom setting. At the core of the program are
internships that are completed in various hospital
departments. Students rotate through three
internships over the course of the school year. A
department mentor is identified at each site. The
mentor interacts with the instructor, skills trainers,
and the intern as a consistent source of guidance and
feedback. Interns spend approximately five hours
each day at the internships, which includes a thirty
minute lunch. By the end of the school year the
interns have learned a variety of skills making them
eligible for competitive employment.
Our Project SEARCH Interns!
Since starting its first class of students in the 2013-14
school year, SECEP Project SEARCH has successfully
rained over 30 students from SECEP’s participating school
divisions of Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth,
and Suffolk. All of the graduates were initially hired into
competitive employment positions. Currently, 23 graduates have
maintained their employment status! The current class of six
interns expects to meet the same high level of success as their
predecessors.
SECEP congratulates the many staff who have worked to
make this program successful. Karen Holloway, Principal,
Candy Lawrence, Ed. Specialist, and Katie Simms, Teacher have
been with the program from the beginning and have invested
countless hours of incredibly hard work to start and then maintain
the program’s success!

Our Project SEARCH Staff.
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SECEP REACH Program Explores Science!
Classroom 2 at SECEP REACH is exploring the scientific
method! As a classroom, we wanted to determine what liquid a
gummy bear would grow the most in. Our liquids consisted of salt
water, vinegar, water, and a baking soda and water mixture.
The Experiment:
1. We gathered all materials necessary for our
experiment: water, baking soda, vinegar, salt,
and cups.

2. We then added each liquid to the cup: salt
water, vinegar, water, and water/baking
soda mixture.
Ms. Sanford and Ms. Bogda assisted
Samiran with adding liquids to each cup.
3. Finally, we dropped in our favorite colors
of gummy bears!
Ms. Bogda helped Stephon drop in his
gummy bear.
After waiting 24 hours, we observed our gummy bears in their
cups. The gummy bear in salt water changed color and got
smaller, the gummy bear in the baking soda mixture grew
slightly, and the gummy bears in the water and vinegar cups
grew larger! In conclusion, the gummy bear in the water grew the
most. It started at 12 centimeters and grew to 22 centimeters!

Jackson is excited about the results!

PAGE

16

Parent Events at Portsmouth SECEP
The SECEP ASP classrooms at I.C. Norcom and Churchland High
School held parent events during the month of December. Students invited
their parents to their classrooms to participate in activities together.
Churchland High School held a holiday fiesta. Students and parents
enjoyed tacos while making tea light Christmas tree ornaments together.
At I.C. Norcom, it was a true celebration with holiday inspired finger foods
and a cookie decoration station. Students and parents also made hot
chocolate crafts to enjoy during the cool winter days of break. Both
schools had a great turn-out and students enjoyed having their parents
participate in their classrooms.

Chris

Daekwon

Darrell

Donvielle

Reindeer Rolls

Joshua
Jacob

Cookie Decoration Station
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SECEP Maury High School Students Practice Fast Food Skills
By Kathi Thomas, Teacher

Do you want fries with that? Practicing customer service.

Zion Cowell takes Zachariah King’s
order at McDonald’s.

Inspired by the SECEP Indian River High School
team’s idea, Ms. Dawn Bryant, SCT at Maury High
School’s ASP classroom, took ordering and working
at a fast food restaurant to the next level! In the
classroom, a counter was created and is currently
outfitted to switch between McDonalds and Papa
John’s. Here the students practice ordering their
preferences, using an interactive menu if needed,
while another student greets the customers from
behind the counter, packages the order, and accepts
payment.

Ms. Bryant solicited authentic packaging from our local McDonald’s and Papa John’s for whom
students fold boxes each week. “Food” is fashioned out of sponges and paint, the counter is a large
box covered in “brick” (computer printed wallpaper), and clear bins, held up by brackets, store
“food”. Students refer to the menu affixed to the edges of the counter or are given an order form.
They can either verbally state their order, or affix their picture choices to the order form using
Velcro. The cashier working behind the counter accepts the order, tallies the total payment and
packages the ordered food. Students in Miss Kathi’s class are enjoying this simulated experience
and look forward to generalizing their skills by ordering lunch at McDonald’s this spring!
Differentiated order forms assist
students with ordering their
preferred meals. Cashier also has
a copy of the menu to determine
costs.

Zion packaging
the golden fries
ordered by a
classmate.

Fries were made from
sponges sprayed with
gold paint. A sponge was
cut to size and wrapped
like a cheeseburger.
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What’s new at SECEP @ ODU
Homecoming
This year for homecoming, the SECEP@ODU students were able to join in all of the fun.
Some students had the opportunity to pet dogs and feed treats to cats brought to campus by
the SPCA. Other students were able to meet and pet some miniature horses and sheep. The
students had a great day hanging out with all of the college students and the Monarch mascot .

Kaleb petting a sheep.

Jadon and Dantae walking around
campus during homecoming week.

Dantae petting a dog
available for adoption.

Aldwyn with the ODU
Monarch mascot.

Goode Theatre
In November the students were invited to a
backstage tour and showing of “Naked Mole Rat Gets
Dressed: The Rock Experience” at the Goode Theatre
on campus. The students were able to tour the stage,
touch all of the cool textures on the set, and look
through and play with the props. They were also able to
get an up close look at the mole costumes the actors
wore. Everyone had a great time watching the show. Kaleb checking out the prop
Jadon, Aldwyn, Dantae, and Kaleb on
stage of the “Naked Mole Rat Gets
Dressed: The Rock Experience.”

clothes closet from the play.

Holiday Lunch
This holiday season, the students attended the Speech and
Special Education holiday lunch, where they were gifted
personalized ODU shirts.

Pizza Party

Aldwyn accepting a gift from the
Speech and Special Education
Department at ODU.

At another event, Dr. Horn, from the special education department,
treated the students to a pizza party. The students were shown appreciation
by their internship supervisors with gifts of ODU hoodies, ODU gloves,
ODU hats, and lots of candy. It was a great way to end 2019 and everyone
is excited for more learning and fun at ODU in 2020!
Pizza party fun.

PAGE

19

PAGE

19

Our Beautiful Gingerbread House Activity
By Runa Raha, SECEP, RE-ED Teacher at RA

On December 16, 2019, the students in my classroom took part in a fun
activity: the making of a gingerbread house. My students thoroughly enjoyed
making and decorating their gingerbread houses.
Children are inborn innovators with a vast imagination, and a unique manner
of self-expression. Every child is born creative, but this capacity can be
suppressed if children have no space to behave imaginatively and release their
creative energy. They need opportunities and materials that give creative
experiences.






Benefits of our Gingerbread House Activity :
As I assigned the Gingerbread House Activity to my students and watched
them work, I observed the following behaviors:
The students planning and organizing the task. Their decisions on how to
design and decorate their houses using different varieties of candies.
The students estimating the amount of powder sugar that needs to be dissolved in water to get a perfectly sticky paste to stick the graham cracker
pieces together.
My students following directions.

I let my students socialize appropriately while the task was going on. I
observed whether my students could talk and work at the same time, and be
respectful by having positive interactions with others as they shared candies
for the gingerbread house decorating.
It was a very fun and memorable activity, and my students loved their
gingerbread houses. I would like to sincerely thank Ms. Davis, Principal, for
always promoting and encouraging such productive co-curricular fun
activities for our students. Also, thank you to Dr. Lazarus and Dr. Bostic for
your support and guidance for my students and me.
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A Look Into
The Workplace Readiness Program
School as we know it has taken on many facets over the past few years. One
of the main changes in education is the focus on preparing students for the work
world. The Workplace Readiness Program at SECEP Virginia Beach
Renaissance Academy is doing just that. The class is divided into three parts:
academics that complement the workforce; hands-on activities to prepare
students for the work force; and technical training and work experiences that
direct the students into the area of their strengths. When the students exit this
program they are equipped to become successful citizens and employees of our
community.
Recently the students went to the Technical and Career Education Center in
Virginia Beach to participate in a vocational evaluation which assessed their
workplace readiness skills. They first took an academic assessment to gauge
their skill levels in math and spelling. Next, the students participated in a
variety of hands-on activities to evaluate their likes and dislikes, their strengths
and weaknesses, and their work style. Gabriel realized he is versed in computer
skills and is able to complete coding and spreadsheet activities. Antonio learned
he has a talent for taking apart small engines and putting them back together.
Shannon shined in the areas of both small engine repair and brick laying.
Participation in this evaluation taught these students that they are talented
individuals who can meet the challenges of employment.
The students in the Workplace Readiness program are provided work
experience through the cafeteria at Renaissance Academy. The students
attended a food safety training and earned their Food Handlers card. By earning
this certificate, Antonio was given the opportunity to work in the cafeteria at
RA. He is responsible for fixing the lunch trays for the students in TRAEP,
Re-ED, EBICS, and ASP as they come through the lunch line. He has to follow
the directives given by the cafeteria staff and provide customer service while
presenting himself in a professional manner to students and staff. The other
students collect the lunch orders for students who eat in the classrooms and fill
out the order forms for the cafeteria staff. They tally the numbers per each
meal selection, document the selections per classroom, and give the data to the
cafeteria staff each morning.
The students also accept job slips from staff throughout each week to
perform various jobs in the building. These jobs range from making repairs to
the greenhouse to setting up technology for classrooms. This allows the
students to experience the use of various tools and to practice job skills such as
time management and employee/client interactions.
There are many exciting and interesting things going on in the Workplace
Readiness Program at SECEP Virginia Beach. These activities are only a small
sampling of all that is happening in the program. Stay tuned as the students and
the staff continue partnering with the community to create opportunities that
boost student work achievement and promote students to excel in the work
force.
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Fourth Annual SECEP Gingerneering Event
By William Barnette, Teacher

On December 6, 2019, Salem High
School hosted the fourth Annual SECEP
Gingerneering Event. In this STEM
“hands on” adventure, students and
staff alike were able to design
gingerbread houses while using
unlimited imagination. After being given
the basics of their creation, each family
team exchanged tickets for candy
resources. Using these candy resources,
they were given one hour to build their
house using their design brief as a
guide. The event consisted of smiles,
laughs, and full bellies. It was
a wonderful way to bring joy to the
students, families, and staff, especially
with the winter holiday season just
around the corner. At the conclusion
of this frosting field trip excursion, each
family gave award ribbons to the other
families for their hard work!
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From Your ITRT—Suzanne Baur
With the new flat panels that are coming to our classrooms, it is so easy to
have your students interact with websites that offer games and quizzes. Each
board can connect directly to the internet so using web-based sites can be quick
and easy. Here are a few to look at:

Quizizz.com

Teachers can register
for free, then have access to
many ready-made quizzes
to play on the panel. Or
teachers can create their
own quizzes. The site is set
up to add students into
classes but it is just as easy
to open a quiz, select
Practice then Play, and use
as a whole class activity.

Matific.com

Although this is a
subscription based site there
are activities right on the
home page that can be
played. You can choose
from grades K to 6 and 5
different activities.

Visnos.com

This is an interactive math
site with many activities. Click
on the “DEMO” tab to access
the activities page. Best to
check out an activity first
before using with your class.
Each activity has many
components.
Note about FLASH: Some interactive web sites used Flash to create their
interactive activities. Flash is going away so many websites have converted
their activities. The sites above all work through the Chrome browser on your
panel. If you go to a website that still uses Flash you will need to open the
website on your computer through Internet Explorer.
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Winter Greetings!

Image from Pixabay.com

